
STATE OF VERMONT

HUMAN SERVICES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 18,610
)

Appeal of )

INTRODUCTION

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Department of

Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health Access (PATH)

reducing her Food Stamp benefits due to a decrease in her

housing costs.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a one person food stamp household.

Her sole source of income is SSI benefits of $604.04 per

month. All of her medical bills are paid through Medicaid.

2. The petitioner has recently relocated to Vermont.

She has moved several times because she is unable to find

housing. On July 29, 2003 she moved to a room in a house in

Montpelier. She pays $70 per week for that room which

includes all of her utilities except her telephone. She is

trying to get a Section 8 certificate to get her housing

subsidized.

3. Because the amount paid for housing can affect the

amount of income counted for Food Stamps, PATH recalculated
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her eligibility following her move to Montpelier. Her income

was subjected to a $134 standard deduction for a subtotal of

$470.04. PATH determined that the petitioner has monthly

housing expenses of $334.30 ($301 per month for rent plus a

$33.30 standard amount for telephone service). PATH

determined that the amount that her shelter costs exceed fifty

percent of her income ($235.02) is $99.28. That amount is

further deducted from her income for a countable income of

$370.76. PATH determined that a one person Food Stamp

household with that income is entitled to $27.00 in Food

Stamps.

4. The petitioner was notified that based on her new

housing expense that her Food Stamp benefits would decrease

from their current level of $42 to $27 beginning October 1,

2003.

5. The petitioner appealed PATH’s decision and her

benefits were continued at the $42 level pending the

resolution of her appeal. The petitioner not only protests

the reduction from $42 to $27 but also protests that she does

not get her “full” Food Stamp allotment of $160 per month, an

amount she apparently received at some point in the past. She

says that she cannot live without a higher level of Food

Stamps.
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ORDER

The decision of PATH is affirmed.

REASONS

The amount of Food Stamps to which a recipient is

entitled under PATH’s regulations is based on the petitioner’s

countable unearned income minus allowable deductions. F.S.M.

273.9b(2)(i) and 273.9d. The deductions for which the

petitioner is eligible are a $134 standardized deduction (P-

2590 A1) and an excess shelter deduction (F.S.M.273.9d)1 The

petitioner’s shelter cost is $301 plus a standardized amount

for her telephone expense of $33.30 per month. P-2590A 5.

The amount by which that cost exceeds fifty percent of her

income after all other deductions have been taken is the

amount of her excess shelter deduction. F.S.M. 273.9d(5)(i).

PATH correctly calculated that amount under the above

regulations and correctly arrived at a countable income of

$370.76. Under PATH’s regulations, a one person household

1 Other possible deductions are earned income and child care expenses and
unpaid medical expenses. The petitioner does not appear to have such
expenses. F.S.M. 273.9d
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with countable income of $370.76 is entitled to $27 per month

in Food Stamps. P-2590D(5). As PATH’s decision is in accord

with its regulations, the Board must affirm the decision. 3

V.S.A. § 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule 17.
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